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Attackers of two merchant ships will face justice soon: Rajnath

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

“India’s growing power has
filled some forces with jea-
lousy and hatred, and the
perpetrators of the artacks
on merchant vessels Chem
Pluto and Sai Baba will
soon be brought to jus-
tice,” Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said on Tues-
day. He was speaking at the
commissioning of the
P-15B class stealth guided
missile destroyer INS Im-
phal, the first warship to be
named after a city in
Northeast India, at the Na-
val Dockyard in Mumbai.
“India plays the role ofa
net security provider in the

entire Indian Ocean Re-
gion. We will ensure that
maritime trade in this re-
gion touches  greater
heights. For this, together
with our friendly coun-
tries, we will keep the sea
lanes secure. We have full
confidence in the ability
and strength of our Navy,”
he said.

‘Island country®

Mr. Singh said that with the
Himalayas in the north and
the hostile behaviour of Pa-
kistan in the west, most of
India’s goods trade came
through the sea, which
made it an “island country
from the trade perspec-
tive™.

Ready to sail: /NS Imphal anchored at the Naval Dockyard in

Mumbai after its commissioning on Tuesday. REUTERS

Navy chief Admiral R.
Hari Kumar said the Navy
had four destroyers of Pro-
ject 15B and 154 class de-

ployed to counter pirate
and drone attacks on mer-
chant shipping. The P&l
and Dornier aircraft, the

Sea Guardian unmanned
aerial vehicles, helicop-
ters, and Coast Guard ships
were deployed to counter
the threats.

INS Imphal is the third
of four indigenous Visakha-
patnam class destroyers,
designed by the Navy's
Warship Design Bureau
and built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited,
Mumbai. The first two des-
troyers of this class INS Vi-
sakhapatnam and INS Mor-
mugao were
commissioned into the Na-
vy in 2021 and 2022, res-
pectively. Admiral Kumar
exuded confidence that
the fourth ship, Surat, will
be commissioned in 2024.

The ship measures 163m
in length, 17m in breadth,
with a displacement of
7400 tonnes, and is pro-
pelled by four powerful gas
turbines.

“Quick pace’
“The time taken to build
INS Imphal and undergo
trials has been the shortest
for any indigenous des-
troyer. The ship successful-
Iy completed the first-ever
test-firing  of extended
range BrahMos missile

sulting in a reduced radar
cross-section,  achieved
through efficient shaping
of hull, full beam super-
structure design, plated
masts, and the use of radar
transparent material on ex-
posed dec

The ship features about
75% indigenous content,
the statement noted, and
the indigenous equipment
includes the combat man-
agement system, rocket
launcher, torpedo launch-
er, integrated platform

prior to its cc joning
making it ‘weapon-ready’,”
the Defence Ministry said
in a statement.

INS Imphal has en-
hanced stealth features re-

system, auto-
mated power management
system, Helo traversing
system, close-in weapon
system, and the bow-
mounted sonar.
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‘Fiscal deficit may breach 5.9% target’

Vikas Dhoot
MEW DELHI

India‘s fiscal deficlt may
breach the 5.9% of GDP tar-
get for this year and could
hit 6%, though tax collec-
tions have been buovant
and may offset a wide
shortfall in disinvestment
outeomes, due to the 1ikeli-
hood of revenue spending
esceeding the t Esti-
mate by about ¥2 lakh
crore, India Ratings and
Research said on Tuesday.

The Union government
has recently secured par-
liamentary approval for
the first supplementary de-
mand for grants this year,
involving an  additional

Overshooting target

India’s fiscal deficit could hit 6%, exceading Budget Estimate of
5.9% by 10bp in FY24, according to India Ratings & Research

W OF GDP
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cash outgo of 53,378
crore, lifting its  total
spending commitment for
202324 1o 5.6 lakh
crore, including about
135.6 lakh crore of revenue
expenditure and 1001 lakh

*BE= Budget estimate | “F=Farecast

crore of capital expendi-
fure.

“However, India Ratings
believes, like in the past,
there will be a second sup-
plementary demand for
grants, as a result of which

the revenue expenditure is
expected o increase (o
€371 lakh crore, over ¥2
lakh crore higher than
budgeted for the year,” its
economists noted.
“Higher-than-budgeted
revenue expenditure trig-
gered through the first and
likely second supplemen-
tary demand for grants in
combination with lower-
than-budgeted  nominal
GDP will push the fiscal
deficit to 6% of GDE” they
said. A major reason for
the increased expendifure
would be higher expendi-
mure by few Ministries and
recouping of over 28,000
crore to the Contingency
Fund of India, they said.

Returning my Khel Ratna,
Arjuna Award: Vinesh Phogat

'I_ Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

World Championship me-
dallist Vinesh Phogat on
Tuesday said she is return-
ing her Khel Ratna and Ar-
juna Award to the govern-
ment protesting against
the election of Brij Bhush-
an Sharan Singh-loyalist
Sanjay Singh as the Wres-
tling Federation of India
(WFI) president, the wres-
tler wrote in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Ms. Vinesh's decision
comes days after Olympic
medallist Bajrang Punia
and Deafylmpics cham-
pion Virender Singh Yadav
returned their Padma Shri
awards.

“l am returning my Ma-

Vinesh Phogat

jor Dhyanchand Khel Rat-
na and Arjuna Award,” Ms.
Vinesh announced
through a letter that she
posted in her X account.
On Thursday, Sanjay
Singh was elected as the
president of the WFI after
the panel led by the close
aide of Brij Bhushan won
13 of the 15 posts. The wres-

tlers had demanded that
no close associate of Brij
Bhushan should enter the
WFI administration.

Following the election,
Rio Olympics bronze me-
dallist Sakshi Malik an-
nounced that she would
quit the sport.

However, the Sports Mi-
nistry had later suspended
the newly-elected panel for
not following the provi-
sions of its own constitu-
tion while taking decisions
and also asked the 10A to
constitute an ad-hoc panel
to manage the affairs of the
sports body.

In suspending the pa-
nel, the government cited
its “hasty announcement”
of organising the U-15 and
U220 nationals “without
following due procedure”.
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Confusion over implementation
of newly enacted criminal laws

Despite Gazette notification. officials cite the need for darity; they say in absence of required infrastructure on the ground

and adequate training for police, it may take several months for the new legislation to replace British-era laws to be effective

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

day after the three
new criminal laws
received Presiden-

tial assent and were noti-
fied in the Gazette, confu-
sion prevailed at police
stations and courts on
Tuesday regarding their
implementation, said sev-
eral police officials.

The three Acts replace
the British-era laws, but in
the absence of the required
infrastructure on  the
ground and adequate
training of police officials,
it will take several months
for them to be effective.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said in Chandi-
garh on December 22 that
the framework to imple-
ment the laws in all the Un-
ion Territories would be
ready by December 2024.

“By December 2024, the
work of infrastructure,
software, training of hu-
man resources and com-
plete computerisation of
courts will be done for im-
plementation of these
three laws in all the Union

Seeking clarity: Minister Amit Shah has said that a framework to
implement the laws will be ready by December 2024. P11

Territories,” Mr. Shah said.
He added that a meeting in
all the Union Territories
would be held before Janu-
ary 31 to fully prepare
them to implement the
laws by December 22,
2024.

‘Not on different dates’

A senior government offi-
cial said the laws would
have to be simultaneously
implemented in the States
and the Union Territories
and there could not be dif-

ferent dates. The Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) re-
places the Indian Penal
Code, 1860; the Bharatiya
Sakshya (BS) the Indian
Evidence Act, 1872; and the
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita (BNSS) the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1898,

The December 25 notifi-
cation said the laws “shall
come into force on such
date as the Central govern-
ment may, by notification
in the Official Gazette, ap-

point”. “Several magis-
trates asked on Tuesday
why the police are still re-
gistering cases under the
IPC when the new laws are
in place. Till now, no train-
ing of officials has been
held nor there is a change
in the software used to re-
gister the cases,” a Delhi
Police official said.

Common software

At present, over 95% police
stations across the country
register first information
reports (FIR) through a
common application soft-
ware under the Crime and
Criminal Tracking Net-
work and Systems
(CCTNS), a project started
in 2009,

Out of 17,379 sanctioned
police stations, as many as
16,733 police stations are
linked to the CCTNS, which
is under the ambit of the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB).

“The format for FIRs, In-
tegrated Investigation
Form (IIF) among others
will have to be changed un-
der CCTNS. That has not
been done so far. In some

States, the FIR is registered
in local language, that link
will have to be established
since the names of the Acts
are in Hindi,” said another
official.

The official added that
there is confusion regard-
ing supplementary char-
gesheets too.

“What will be the fate of
supplementary chargesh-
eets for cases filed under
the IPC after the Sanhita is
implemented. All this re-
quires further clarity,” the
official said.

M.S Khan, a lawyer spe-
cialising in terror cases,
said police officials would
have to be properly
trained.

“Though there are no
substantial changes in the
three legislation, some of-
fences might be over-
looked due to lack of appli-
cation of provisions by
investigating agencies. It
will take three-four years
to train the police officials
as BNSS requires time-
bound investigation and
mandatory audio visual re-
cording [of search and sei-
zure etc],” Mr. Khan said.
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India is now playing a
key role in solving global
problems, says Modi

“This is India’s time, the next 25 years will showcase India’s capabilities, says PM: the world took

notice of India’s heritage the time ‘we started giving our heritage its due respect; he says

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi on

Tuesday said India
was shedding its mentality
of slavery and was playing
a key role in tackling global
problems of economy,
science, research, sports,
and diplomacy.

Addressing the “Veer
Baal Divas" celebrations
here, marking the martyr-
dom of the sons of the last
Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind
Singh, Mr. Modi said the
world kept India among
the foremost lands of op-
portunities.

India, the Prime Minis-
ter said, is playing a key
role in solving global pro-
blems of  economy,
science, research, sports
and diplomacy. “This is In-
dia’s time, the next 25
years will showcase India's
capabilities.”

“The coming 25 years
are bringing huge oppor-
tunities for our youth. The
youth of India, irrespective
of which region or society
they are born in, have li-

Big win: Prime Minister Narendra Modi, along with Union Ministers,

attends the "Veer Baal Divas’ celebration programme. aN|

mitless dreams. To fulfil
these dreams, the govern-
ment has a clear road map
and a clear vision."

Global celebrations

Terming “Veer Baal Divas"
a celebration of the herit-
age of the Sikh Gurus, the
Prime Minister said the
courage and ideals of Guru
Gobind Singh and his four
‘Sahibzades® (sons) embol-
den every Indian even to-
day.
He expressed happiness

that the event is now being
celebrated internationally
in the US., the UK., Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, the
UAE, and Greece.

Mr. Modi said that the
world had taken notice of
India’s heritage the time
“we started giving our her-
itage its due respect”.

“Today, when we are
taking pride in our herit-
age, the world's viewpoint
has also changed”, he ad-
ded.

On India becoming the

third largest economy, the
Prime Minister said this
would benefit the youth
the most and meant better
health, education, oppor-
tunities, jobs, quality of life
and quality of products. He
told the young audience
about the nationwide cam-
paign of linking youth with
the dreams and resolution
of ‘Viksit Bharat’ (deve-
loped India).

PM advises youth
The Prime Minister ad-
vised the youth to give top
priority to their health as it
is crucial to achieving the
desired results in life. He
suggested making some
rules for themselves and
firmly adhering to them
such as physical exercise,
digital detox, mental fit-
ness, adequate sleep, and
including millets in diet.

He also touched upon
the menace of drugs in so-
ciety, and stressed that it
could be tackled by coming
together as a nation and so-
ciety.

Mr. Modi flagged off a
march-past by youth in
Delhi.
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Ministry sends social
media firms advisory
to regulate deepfakes

The Hisvdii Bureaii
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
£y said on Tuesday that it
had sent another advisory
to social media firms to
comply with the Informa-
tion Technology (Interme-
diary Guidelines and Digi-
tal Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021. The advisory
is aimed at getting social
media firms to crack down
more forcefully on fabri-
cated ‘deepfake’ clips of
people made with artificial
intelligence. A similar advi-
sory was first sent to social
media platforms early in
November.

‘Communicate to users’
“The advisory mandates
that intermediaries com-
municate prohibited con-
tent, particularly those
specified under Rule 3(1)
(b) of the IT Rules, clearly
and precisely to users,” the
IT Ministry said in a press
release.

The advisory caps a
month of discussions with
social media  platforms,
during which Prime Minis-
ter MNarendra Modi ako
made a remark on deep-
fakes during a Deepavali
interaction with
SUPPOrters.

IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw =aid in Novem-

The advisory is
aimed at getting
socizal media frms
to crack down

more forcefully on
fabricated ‘deeplake’
clips of people

ber that rules would soon
be formulated to regulate
deepfakes. However, no
drafit has emerged.

The government said in-
stead that further IT Rules
amendments would follow
“if and when required”.
The IT Ministry did not
share a full copy of the ad-
visory sent to the social
media platforms.

“Content not permitted
under the IT Rules, in par-
ticular those listed under
Rule 3(1p(b) must be clearly
communicated to the users
in clear and precise lan-
guage including through its
terms of service and user
agreements,” the Ministry
wrote in the advisory, ac-
cording to an  excerpt
shared by the government.

Four arrested
The government's action
on deepfakes follow a viral
fabricated clip of actor
Rashmika Mandanna, who
publicly called out the
video.

The Delhi Police arrest-
ed four individuals.
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ICMR initiates steps for non-invasive
testing method to tackle anaemia

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELH!
While accepting that anae-

mia continues to be a ma-
jor public health problem
in India despite the com-
prehensive Anaemia-mukt
Bharat (AMB) programme,
the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR), Del-
hi, has now invited Expres-
sion of Interest (Eol) from
the eligible organisations,
companies and start-ups
manufacturing non-inva-
sive haemoglobinometer
useful in effective screen-
ing of anaemia.

Acceptable to all

While companies are to
respond by January 5, the
ICMR noted that testing
and treatment of anaemia,
using digital methods and
point-of-care  treatment,
with a special focus on
pregnant women and on
school-going adolescents,
is one of the key AMB stra-

New strategies: Students being screened for iron-deficiency

anaemia as it continues to be a major health concern. FILE PHOTO

tegic interventions.

“The test and treat stra-
tegy, for its effective imple-
mentation, requires a sim-
ple, easy-to-use non-
invasive haemoglobinome-
ter which will be accepta-
ble to all, especially young
children. Over the past few
years, several ‘Make in In-
dia’ non-invasive haemo-
globinometer devices have
become available. Howev-
er, these devices need to

be validated to establish
the accuracy, bias, and
precision of the non-inva-
sive point-of-care methods
before their use can be re-
commended in the pro-
gramme,” it explained.

In India, the prevalence
of anaemia among six
groups as per the National
Family Health Survey 5
(2019-21) is 25% in men (15-
49 age group), 57% in wo-
men (15-49), 31.1% in ado-

lescent boys (15-19), 59.1 %
in adolescent girls, 52.2 %

in pregnant women (15-49)
and 67.1% in children
(6-59).

“Research on interven-
tions for mitigation/detec-
tion of anaemia is, there-
fore, ICMR's  health
research priority. Consi-
dering its national impor-
tance, ICMR intends to car-
ry out a validation study of
such non-invasive haemo-
globinometer devices fol-
lowed by health technolo-
gy assessment for
evaluating its suitability for
the AMB programme,” the
ICMR organisation said in
its Eol.

Explaining its role in the
programme, the ICMR said
that it would conduct a
hospital based clinical stu-
dy to validate the promis-
ing non-invasive hemoglo-
binometers devices against
the gold standard method
of haemoglobin
measurement.
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A case of revanchism

Counrts showild mog stray o the
constiutional vision of secularism

T hee judiciary shoukl not be seen as legiti-

mising recurring, communally motivited

attempis to change the stahs of plhices of
worship. [n vet another order that may end op ex-
pediting the project of comverting a moscue into
a temple by indirect means, the Alkihabad High
Court has ruled that 2 set oF suits filed in 1991 for a
declaration that a part of the: site of the Gyamapi
Misrue in Varamosi as the property of Lord Vigh-
weshwar & nod barred by ke The court has die-
cided, as it had done earlier on a 2022 suif by a
group of Hindu worshippers, that the old suits
are oot barred by the Maces of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 19691, which invalicates begal pro-
ceedings that moy ke to altering the status of
any place of worship as it stood on Augost 15,
BT, I what seesms o be speciows reasoning, the
conart has hedd that the Act i not applicable as the
“peligious charcter™ of the striscture i yet o be
determined. In other wornds, instead of nipping
the cunming piece of lbigaton in the bud, the
conart has allowed a full civil trial i decide wheth-
er the structure in the Gyanvapi compound i a
musigue of 3 temple and stated that unless this
status i5 determinerd based on evidence, it cannot
be called a temple or a mosgue. Such an ap-
inio a revanchist mindset seeking o avenge me-
dieval depredations.

In the case of the 20E2 suits by women wor-
shippers, the court had noted that the proceed-
ings were gimed 2t asserting a right 1o waorship
the deities on the mosgue precincts, and nok b
convert it into 3 temple. However, the 1991 suits
explicithy seek a dedaration that the main part of
the sibe is 2 mosgque and also want the mosgoe ad-
ministrators bo remove all their religiows efects.
Dhesspites thiss enoplicit relief being sought, the count
heass chosen b treat it as a suit that i maintainohle
amd not barred by the Places of Worship Act. The
vrder has also upheld the order for a survey of
the premises by the Archasohygical Survey of In-
dia (ASI), but asked for the AS] survey done on
the basis of the 2022 suits for the purpose of dee-
ciding the 1991 suits alsa. It has provided for a
further survey, if necessary. What is disconcert-
ing in the High Court order is that it cliimes that
the dispute raised in the case & “of vital national
importance”. This is an atoumding daim for a
juslicial imstitution to make while adjudicating -
gation between two parties. The judiciary must
stay commumitted to the constitutional vision of sec-
ubarism and enfiorce the statutory bar on convert-
ing or reconverting the states of plices of wor-
ship.

Law of numbers

The govermiment shouild not use its
majoriny [ rush through legislation

he 18-day winter sesion of Parlament
that was adjourned sine die on Decemnber
H morked a new low in India's parlia-
mentary democracy as the ruling Bhoratiya Jama-
ta Party refused o engage with the Oppaosition,
evaded execulive accountability and passed a
battery of Bills with farreaching consequences
far ﬂmuﬂ.ui:]lnﬁﬂu:m:prly:ﬂ'lheﬂppml
tion members remained suspended. In the final
coumdt, a total of ME Members of Parkament (MF)
fram the Oppasition bloc were sus| —diGaf
the Rajya Sabha, and 100 of the Lok Sabha, as
they clamoured for a statement by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on a breach of security that
imvalved profester: gaining entry into the dham-
ber of the Lok Sabha on December 13, The rift lin-
gers, as Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge has written to Vice-President
of India and Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdesp
Déhankhor, terming the suspension of Oppaosition
M as * predetermined and premeditated” by the
government. The absence of any application of
mind was evident, Mr. Kharge has written, recall-
ing that an MP who was not even present in the
Lok Sabha, was among those suspended. The
Chairs of both the Houses coukl not ensure
smonth comduct of the session. Attempts made
oy Bdr. Diamkhar and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la lackese] the requisite imprimatur of impartiality.
It wiasi in the absence of a majority of the Oppao-
sition members that the government passed new
Liws that resarite the criminal code of the coun-
try, regulation of telect jcation and the ap-
pﬂm!rrmrltul'ﬂ'lrﬂaﬂxm Commission of India.
The: comumean feature of these ks is an unprece-
dented increase in the power of the execative,
amd it i not 3 coinciklence that thiy were passed
without 3 meaningful padiamentary debade that
tonke an board eondlicting wisws. The government
refused even the Opposition demand for a state-
ment on the security breach, in a show of ohsti-
macy that equates numerical majority with logi-
cal amd maoral infallibility. The government has
blxmed the Oppesition for bringing the sugpen-
sions wpon itsel, and this position has been
echoed by the Speaker and the Chairman. The
case of the alleged mimicry of Mr. Dhankhar by
an Oppasition P was a distraction that was con-
venient for the ruling party. Mr. Dhankhar him-
self okl the Rajya Sabha that the alleged mimicry
was an inslt to his community, a dismaying cor-
relation to be made by anyone, ket alone a legal
luminary such as himself. It is another matter
wheether the Opposition shoule bone imested so
musch Hime and effort in asking for a debxabe on the
security breach by a few misguided youths. The
effect, if not the objective, of it all was to derail
parliamentary functioning and obtain a free prss
for the executive.
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Are graduates facing unemployment”

¢ have contributed o the consistently hi

since IhL 1990K? How :](n.n.ltu.-ﬂ»an the percentage of graduates in the labour foree impact the umemployvment rages and the job mal‘u_[‘

ECONDMI NOTES . . THE GIST
Career disparity
Rahul Menon Parsistent high wnemploymant amang educated Indian youth reveals strugiural chalanges in job craation despite everall declining unasgloyment rates -

512 the eng d “1 Figure 3: Apgragms unem ployment e Figurs : Unemplopens for gradusses OfRclal ot shoves mileciine bn
ni the Rumous FIEET 1 g o o - the natonal unemployment
statesman M Visvesvraya pointed = raite from 6.1% in 200T-18 ko
ito the high prevalence of 32%in 71,

unemplhyment amngst the
educated, pointing out that *__. the
educated men of this country...Jare]
suffering moet from kck of employment.” 14
Minety vears laber, the actions of those
imvolved in the Parliament breach have

-

Despite a decling inoverall
nemployment rates, highty
sducaied youth face
dsproportionate challenges in

brought the question of youth securing employment,
umsermployment to the fore once more. 4 T - o - T - FEmaining a coreshent
While Bhwil Ganuhi hoilds the present 195 201812 IS 194054 o2 e ) sorurtoral s i ndas
g:m:muu.-nL responsibile for rising youth - conomy.
u|d "y t, “ﬁ‘-“"ll":‘"m‘“ BT Figuee 2: Unamplaymentef yeung graceates Fieguira 4: Shar o graduatiss in th laour ke -
icate the opposite. unemployme 154
rate, which hit a highof 6.1% in 200718, - The analysis spanning from
has rechsced to 3.2% in 202225, acconding 153354 to 22323
1o the Btest daea from the Periodic 104 domansirates that indhideals
Labeer Force Survey (PLFS) EE with higher education face
Even though mwmphm:rmrsm comsistantly higher
Lo arsel harve: been Ealling since 2017-68, " i xmm:?ﬁ;"ﬂ":b
there exis significant disparities in the 1 § :
experience of unemployment. The i
highest rates of unemployment are Bced [ n -
by thuse who should Iauebnghlymapm.hﬁ 1953 20012 M3 ) 2011-12 20z Foung gradustes aged 1 829
n a growing economy: young higl encountesed particularty begh
educated warkers, This um.wapmhlarl rates had always been low since the early with grachise degrees Bxced long will increase, leading o increases in the enemgloyment rates, with

et haws arisen recently but Seems o be a
structural feature of the Indian scorsomy.
The ecomomy Fces probbems in
generating employment for v

19905, jumping to a historical high of
S77% in WHTHE. By F003-F, the
unemplisyment rate showed signs of
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aggregate unemployment rate. The
problems of young job-seekers are mot an
aberration, but a worrying feature of the
Indian labour market.

around 35% facing long spells
of unemploymet: in 201718,
doclining bo 275 by 22233
ot still higher than previous

prachses, with the situafion exscerbating
im recent years.

This amalysis looks at employment data
Eruem the S0th Rownd of the KES0 surveys

- errvering the period F953-94 - to the
PLFS surveys of 3022-23. Workers are
clissified according to the UPSS, which
classifies individuals as employed or
unempkoyed based an their sbour Srce
activity ower the previous vear. This
analysis only foruses on individuals aged
18 b G5

Edocation and unemployment

Figure | outlines the unempkyment rates
For the aggregate labour fonce af
imdividuals aged 18 to 65, Unemployment

While umenplenyment rates are currently

higher than in previous decades, it his

showm a reduction compared to 200748
b

202275 with 7% of young graduses

Facing loag spells of uremployment.
Earfier, these high rates of

with higher
ahways faced higher unemployment rates
than the rest of the population. a stuation
ithat has characterised the Indian
ooy since the 9905, Figure
enstlimes: the unemployment rates fir
those with graduate . From
roughly 9% inthe 990s, the rate fell i
T6E% in 201142, before rising bo 7% in
200718 and then 7% in 200277 Figume 3
st the usemployment mie for voung
workers aged 18 to 29 with a graduate
degres. From 1953-94 to 2004-05, almost
a fifth toa quarter of all young individuals

were concentrated
amingst a relatively small section of the
Laibsonar fioree. In 1953-94, only 5% of the
Libeonar foree were gradistes, @ shown in
Figure 4. Hewever, with the exparsion of
higher education, the share of gradutes
in the Libour fisrce has risen to around
5% by 202373, Thus, overall
unemployment rates remzin kw even
though graduites fice high
umemployment beciuze the dhare of
educated workers in the kabour force is
v, As enrolment rates continue 1o rise,
the share of graduabes in the labour force

The problem of youth nemployment
i & serious e, Much more work is
recuires] to outline the exact Esctors
casing unemployment amongst the
highly exlncated] - be it the inability of the
eduscation system to impart the requisite
skills, ar the inakiility of the growing
economy s generabe encugh jobs for the
incresing rumbers of educated
jobrseekers entering the libouwr force each
year - to ensure that the mspirations of the
youth are not thwarted and the potential
of the demuographic dividend is properly
armesoed
(Reshual Menom i Associate Professor in the
Jendkal Sehonl of Government and Public
Podicyat OLP. Endal Global University)
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What does China’s 2024
economic policy look like?

How does the shift towards a domestic demand-led growth strategy align with China’s long-term economic

goals, and what are the anticipated challenges in transitioning away from export-led growth?

Anushka Saxena

The story so far:
he 2023 Chinese Central
Economic Work Conference
(CEWC) recently concluded,
highlighting a stability-focused
pathway for the nation’s 2024 economy.
Key directives include shifting from
export-bed to domestic demand-led
growth, enhancing high-quality
production, striving for tech selfreliance
while cooperating with trade partners,
and maintaining financial discipline.
While echoing previous goals, this agenda
emphasises the need for structural
reforms, necessitating a departure from
entrenched Chinese party-state practices
ta shape the country's economic future.

How is China strategically addressing
the challenges?

The first key area is dual dreulation. As
global demand has continued to decline
amidst heightened sentiments of
protectionism and ‘de-risking’, the

country is now looking inwards to boost
domestic consumption and only allow for
acomplimentary relationship with
international demand. Chinese President
Xi Jinping has referred to this as the "New
Pattern of Development,” and is an
ambitious structural reform for a country
known as the world's manufacturing hub.

What specific measures are being
implemented?
China pricritises "high-guality” economic
growth focused on addressing the
imbalance between development and
people’s increasing demands for a better
life. This shift emphasises domestic
demand, specialised selfreliance, and
sectors like high-tech and sustainable
manufacturing. Agriculture receives
attention for its contribution to GDP and
grawth, aligning with goals of rural
revitalisation and food security,
supported by the establishment of
“agriculture innovation centers.”
Self-reliance in core technologies has

continued to be a repeated and explicit

gaal for the revival of the Chinese
economy in the backdrop of intensifying
tech-related export controls placed by the
U.S. and its issue-based and treaty-based
allies (such as the Netherlands and Japan
respectively) against China. Although, the
language of the CEWC readout has
changed from “selfimprovement” in
high-technalogy in 2022 ta “strength” in
2023, China maintains a *prudent
monetary policy” and a “proactive fiscal

policy,” focusing on financial stability. The

latter was also reiterated at the Central
Financial Work Conference that took
place just a month ago and has now
become part of the implementational
mandate of the newly established Central
Finance Commission. Under “proactive
fiscal policy”, in the past year, China has
maobilised tools such as tax rebates for
medium and small enterprises, as well as
interest rate discounts for local
gavernments. This is to enable them to
alleviate some of the debt stress and
cantinue to invest either in keeping
employees on a regular payroll or in the

unhindered development of
infrastructure. Fiscal tools like tax rebates
and interest rate discounts aid small
enterprises and local governments in
managing debt and sustaining
infrastructure development. Efforts o
ease local government debit include a

special bond issuance for post-disaster
recovery. However, the local authaorities
are warned to embrace frugality and
stricter financial discipline due to
escalating debt burdens, reaching around
$60 trillion. The emphasis is on “fiscal
sustainability™ rather than bailouts.
Monetary policy aims for stabilised
Liguidity bevels, avoiding infusion despite
past promises of an economic boost,
Econamic challenges like currency
depredation, ineome insecurity, rising

oyment, and capital outflows

suggest injecting more liquidity won't
improve investment and borrowing
sentiments.

To address economic concerns, China
aims to promote balanced trade to
increase international demand. This mowve
signals a willingness to open its market w
key trade partners, potentially creating
more balanced trade relations without
favoring China excessively. This approach
aligns with China's goal of “opening-up,”
supporting high-quality growth, focusing
on self-reliance, especially in areas like
techmology and food security, amid
ongoing U.S.-China geopolitical
competition.

(Anushka Saxena is a research analyst with
Takshashila Institution’s Indo-Pacific
Studies Programme)


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Do shortened TB treatment plans offer
the solution for India’s TB burden?

Tuberculosis treatment poses challenges due to long, difficult medication regimens; recent studies suggest shorter-duration treatment approaches,

showing effectiveness in both adults and children: urgent adoption of these innovative treatments by India is crucial to enhance TB management

YVidva Mave
Aarti Kinikar
Sanjav Gaikwad

uberculosis is a dreadful

disease with a high mortality

and has consistently been a

global health concern. India
accounts for around Z7% of TB cases
worldwide - which is the world's highest
country-wise TB burden - thanks in part
toits population of 1.3 billion.

In the last decade, the National
Tuberculosis Elimination Programme
{NTEP}, along with the private sector, has
suceessfully found and treated 17.14
million people with TE, including an
estimated 1.4 million children. However,
the COVID-19 pandemic adversely
affected TH care and has threatened o
reverse the gains made in reducing India’s
burden. Additionally, the growing
problem of drug-resistant TB also
threatens the progress we have made in
basic disease management.

_l’_

Child unfriendly

TB is curable but treatment is challenging.
For drug-sensitive TE, a patient must take
the medication for six months, and this is
along period for maost people. The
treatment also i s three or four
drugs that can have side effects and are
difficult to swallow at times.

This is particularly difficult when the
patients in question are children, who
need to abide by a fixed drug regimen
under the NTEP. The size and the taste of
the tablet are not child-friendly. The NTEP
presently recommends a daily dose of

‘medicines under direct observation for
six months, which can be tiring for
families as well.

1t i not surprising that many paediatric
as well as adult TB patients discontinue
taking treatment due to its long duration
and side effects. Sometimes, they feel
better and assume that completing
treatment is optional. This puts families
and other people who are in close contact
with a TB-affected person at risk of
infection. Stopping treatment
prematurely can also contribute to the TE
bacteria becoming drug resistant.

How can we address this issue? One
critical way, especially in countries with a
high TB burden like India, is to explore
new treatment approaches for TB and o
integrate them into national plans.

Shorter regimen

The effort to make TE medicines easier to
take is underway worldwide, as well as in
India. Recent studies in adults who have
TE in their lungs considered wsing a
combination of new drugs and existing
ones that are currently used for other
diseases. The results of these studies are
promising, showing that the length of
time patients need to stay on their
regimen can be reduced from six months
to four manths.

The SHINE trial, conducted with 1,200
children from four countries (India,
Zambia, Uganda, and South Africa), also
found that based on the drugs available
with the NTEP, children with non-severe
TE can be effectively treated in four
muonths instead of six.

Shortening the duration for TB

medication to cure the patient faster is
transformational and also makes TB
programme implementation more
feasible.

Both studies had participants from
India and their results have been included
by the World Health Organization, in its
TB treatment guidelines. However, India
itself is vet to adopt the revised
four-month treatment guidelines. There
is, in fact, another study that reported
recently that a two-month treatment
course could be effective as well.

With a growing puhum] commitment
to India’s batthe against TB, the Indian
government must embrace innovation
and new approaches to treating this
disease,

As it happens, the identification of safe
and effective four-month and two-month
regimens is the first significant advance in
treating the most common form of TE in
almast 40 years, and is a monumental
achievement. It is also encouraging that
maore than 30 new chemical compounds
that can fight the TB bacterium are in the
pipeline.

At this time, it is up to researchers to
identify the best combinations of these
mew drugs that are highly efficacious, the
least toxic, and can be easily
implemented in programmatic settings.

For this kind of research, a highly
concerted effort needs to take place that
invalves both global and local
researchers, funders, and regulatory
authorities, with firm national and
international political support.

Costs are a determining factor but they
can be mitigated as well. Global

experience in costing has shown that the
prices of newer drugs come down when
there is political will and when
community charters, funders, and the
leaders of national programmes negotiate
prices with drig manufacturers. Lower
costs can in tum motivate the global
adoption of newer, shorter-duration, and
less toxic drug combinations for diseases
like TB.

India’s aim to eliminate TB by 2025 is
ambitious. The theme for World
Tubserculosis Day (March 24) in 2023 was
“Yes, we can end TB™, which reflects the
worldwide desire to eliminate the disease
by 2030.

To {relinvigorate this fight, and to align
with the vision of being ‘TB Free' ahead of
the global target, India must consider
active screening and case detection along
with new guidelines for shorter TB
treatment. Policymakers must also
consider moving to a shorter treatment
course for treating TE at the earliest. If we
delay, we stand to lose the fight as well as
millions of lives to an ultimately curable
disease.

(Vidya Mave, MDD, MPH is director of
Centre for Infectious Diseases in India and
B.L Government Medical College-fohns
Hopkins University Clinical Research
Centre, Pune. Aarti Kinikar, M, is
professor and head of Department of
Paediatrics, B.J. Government Medical
College and Sassoon General Hospital,
Pune. Sanjay Gailwad, MD is professor
and head of Department of Pulmonary
Medicine, B.J. Government Medical College
and Sassoon General Hospital, Pune, The
views expressed are the authors’ own)

Dry weather, export curbs to hit 2024 global supply of staples

Reuters
SINGAPORE

High food prices in recent
years have prompted farm-
ers worldwide to plant
more cereals and oilseeds,
but consumers are set to
face tighter supplies well
into 2024, amid adverse El
Nino weather, export res-
trictions and higher bio-
fuel mandates.

Global wheat, corn and
soybean prices - after sev-
eral years of strong gains —
are headed for losses in
2023 on easing Black Sea
bottlenecks and fears of a
global recession, although
prices remain vulnerable
to supply shocks and food
inflation in the New Year,
analysts and traders said.

“The supply picture for
grains certainly improved
in 2023 with bigger crops

in some of the key places
which matter. But we are
not really out of the woods
yet,” said Ole Houe, direc-
tor of advisory services at
agriculture  brokerage
IKON Commodities in
Sydney.

“We have El Nino weath-
er forecast until at least
April-May, Brazil is almost
certainly going to produce
less corn, and China is sur-
prising the market by buy-
ing larger volumes of
wheat and corn form the
international market”

El Nino impact
The El Nino weather phe-
nomenon, which brought
dryness to large parts of
Asia this year, is forecast to
continue in the first half of
2024, putting at risk sup-
plies of rice, wheat, palm
oil and other farm pro-

Half full: South A

an corn, wheat and soybe:

ducts in some of the

tions and shrinking reser-

world’s top agricultural ex-  voirs may cut yields.
porters and importers. World rice supplies
Traders and officials ex-  tightened this year already
pect Asian rice production  after the El Nino weather
in the first half of 2024 to  phenomenon cut into pro-
drop as dry planting condi-  duction, prompting India,

, however,is expected to improve. REUTERS

by far the world’s biggest
exporter, to  restrict
shipments.

While other grains mar-
kets were losing value, rice
prices rallied to their high-
estin 15 years in 2023, with

quotations in some Asian
export hubs gaining 40%-
45%. India’s next wheat
crop is also being threa-
tened by lack of moisture,
which could force the
world’s  second-largest
wheat consumer to seek
imports for the first time in
six years as domestic in-
ventories at state ware-
houses have dropped to
their lowest in seven years.

Farmers in Australia
Come April, farmers in
Australia, the world's No. 2
wheat exporter, could be
planting their crop in dry
soils, after months of in-
tense heat curbed yields
for this year’s crop and
ended a three-dream run
of record harvests.

This is likely to prompt
buyers, including China
and Indonesia, to seek larg-

er volumes of wheat from
other exporters in North
America, Europe and the
Black Sea region.

“The (wheat) supply sit-
uation in the current 2023/
24 crop year is likely to de-
teriorate compared to last
season,” Commerzbank
Wrote in a note.

“This is because exports
from important producer
countries are likely to be
significantly lower.”

On the bright side for
grain  supplies, South
American corn, wheat and
soybean production is ex-
pected to improve in 2024,
although erratic weather in
Brazil is leaving some
doubt. In Argentina, abun-
dant rainfall over farming
heartlands is likely to boost
production of soybeans,
corn and wheat in one of
the world’s largest grain ex-

porting nations.
According to Argenti-
na’s Rosario ins  ex-

change (BCR), 95% of early
planted corn and 75% of
soybeans are in “excellent
to very good” conditions,
thanks to rains since the
end of October across the
country’s Pampas region.
Brazil is set for near-re-
cord farm output in 2024,
although the country’s soy-
bean and corn production
estimates have been re-
duced in recent weeks due
to dry weather. Global
palm oil production is also
likely to fall next year due
to dry El Nino weather,
supporting cooking oil
prices that dropped more
than 10% in 2023. “We see
more upside price risk
than down,” said CoBank,
a leading lender to the U.S.
agriculture sector.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

